
WET 


Milton. 


X v T en' r . prct. See Wend and Go. 

Wept. pret. and part, of weep. 

She for joy tenderly wept. 

Were, of the verb to be. 

^ o gne our lifter to one uncircumcifed, were a reproach 
unto us. ^ Gen. xxxiv. 14. 

In infufions in things that are of too high a fpirit, you 
we e better pour off the firft infufion, and ufe the latter. Bacon. 
Henry divided, as it Were, 

The perfon of himfelf into four parts. Daniels Civil War. 
As though there were any feriation in nature, or jufitium's 
imaginable in profcfiions, this feafon is termed the phyftcians 
vacation. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

He had been well allur’d that art 
And condudf were of war the better part. Drvden 

Were; n.f. Adam. See Wear. 7 

O river ! let thy bed be turned from line gravel to weeds and 
mud 3 let feme unjuft niggards make weres to fpoil thy beauty. Sid. 
W ert. the fecund perfon fingular of the preterite of to be. 

Thou zvert heard B . Jchnfcn. 

O that thou wert as my brother. Cant. viii. 1. 

Ail join'd, and thou of many zvert but one. Dryden. 
Werth. weertb, ziyrth. n. f. Whether initial or final in the 
names of places, fignify a farm, court, or village, from the 
Saxon pcopSig, ufed by them in the fame fenfe. Gib/on's Cam. 
We'sil. n.J. See Wesand. 

The we/d, or windpipe, we call afpera arteria. Bacon. 
\\ Eo 1. n. f. [feyt, Saxon 3 weft, Dutch.] XTe region where 
the fun gees below the horizon at the equinoxes. 

_ The wejl yet glimmers with fome ftreaks of day : 

Now fpurs the lated traveller apace. 

To gain the timely inn. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

The moon in level’d weft was fet. Milton. 

Ail bright Phoebus views in early morn, 

Cr when his evening beams the wejl adorn. Pope. 

W est. ad]. Being towards, or coming from, the region of 
the fetting fun. 

A mighty ftrong wejl wind took away the loeufts. Ex. x. 
Phis ihail be your weft border. Num. xxxiv. 6. 

The Phcnicians had great fleets 3 fo had the Carthaginians, 


W H A 

Bo W’et. v. a. [from the noun.]' 

1. To humeiftate; to moiften; to" make to have 
rent. - adh«. 

Better learn of him, that learned be 
And han been watered at the mufes well • 

The kindly dew drops from the highe/tree 
And wets the little plants, that lowly dwell * 

A drop of water running fwiftly over ftraw 

Wpt J.U r_„Z n mZW > W *tt£thhOtB aCt 

Milton. 


IVet the thirfty earth with falling fhow’rs. 
2. To drench with drink. 


Bacon. 


Shakefpeare. 
Milton . 
Milton. 


which is yet farther wejl. 

W est. adv. Fo the weft of any place. 

Wejl of this foreft, 

In goodly form comes on the enemy. 

What earth yields in India eaft or wejl. 

Wejl from Orontes to the ocean. 

We'stering. adj. Paffing to the weft. 

The ftar that rofe at evening bright, 

Toward hcav ns defeent had dop’d his wejlermg wheel. Milt. 
vv e'sterly. adj. [irom wef.] Tending or being towards 
the weft. . ^ , 

Thefe bills give us a view of the moft eafterly, foutherly, 
and wejlerly parts of England. Gvaunt's Bills of Mortality. 

We stern 1 , adj. [fiom wef.] Being in the weft, or toward 
the part where the fun fets. 

Now fair Phoebus ’gan decline in hafte 
His weary waggon to the zvefern vale. Spenfer. 

1 he zvejlern part is a continued rock. Addifon. 

w e'stward. adv. [pepyeapb, Saxon.] .Towards the weft. 
By water they found the fea wejlward from Peru, which is 
always very calm. Abbot's Defcription of the World. 

The grove of fycamore, 

1 hat wejlward rooteth from the city fide. Shakefpeare. 

W hen wejlward like the fun you took your way, 

And from benighted Britain bore the day. Dryden. 

T he ftorm flies. 

From wejlward , when the fhow’ry kids arife. Addifon. 
At home then ftay, 

Nor wejlward curious take thy way. Prior 

We'stwardly. adv. [from wejlward.] With tendency to the 
weft. 

If our loves faint, and zvejlwafdly decline 3 
To me thou falfely thine. 

And I to thee mine addons fhall difguife. 

Wet. adj. [peer, Saxon 3 zvaed, Danifh.] 


Donne. 


Humid 3 having fome moifture adhering. 

They are wet with the fhow’rs of the mountains. Job. xxiv. 
The foals of the feet have great affinity with the head, and 
the mouth of the ftomach 3 as going wet-i hod to thofe that 
ufe it not, affe&eth both. Bacon's Nat. Hill. 

2. Rainy ; watery. 

Wet weather fcldom hurts the moft unwife. Dryden. 

WET. n.f Water 3 humidity 3 moifture 3 rainy weather. 
Plants appearing weather’d, ftubby, and curled, is the 
effect of immoderate wet. Bacon. 

^ Now the fun, with more effectual beams. 

Had cheer’d the face of the earth, and dry’d the Wet 
From drooping plant. Miltons Par. Regain'd. 

1 uberofes will not endure the wet 3 therefore fet your pots 
into the conferve, and keep them dry. Evelyn. 

Your matter 1 s riding-coat turn infide out, to preferve the 
cutlide from wet . Szvift 


Let s drink the other cup to wet our whifl-loc 1 
away all fad thoughts. h , and fo fi„„ 

w i'E£ —» —v a’£ 

I am a tainted wether of the flock 

0 = .h„h ,ho hod, 0, . £ ood **“ 3 

Although there be naturally of horfeTVulls^n^^* 
more males than females ■ yet artificially, that is, ’by 
geldmgs, oxen, and weathers, there are fewer f g 
When Blowzelind expir’d, the weather’s bell 
Before the drooping flock toll’d forth her knell r 

It is much more difficult to find a fat weather .’ than if kk 
that Ipecies were fairly knock’d on the head ‘ 0 

W lm T midUy. ^ ^ rf bein S »*% 

The ■wetnefi of thefe bottoms often fpoils them for 

-r C w' r , MortLr’sUufbaZ 

T o Whx, v.a [corrupted from wax by Spenfer, for a rhyme' 
and imitated by Dryden.] To grow; to increufc. 

She firft taught men a woman to obey 3 
But when her Ion to man’s eftate did wex 
She it furrender’d. p airy <p j ~ 

bhe trod a wexing moon, that foon wou’d wane 
And drinking borrow’d light, be fill’d again. Dryden 
Counting fev’n from noon, 

BT Venus hour, and in the wexing moon. Dryden. 
vv e'zand. n. f. [fee zvefand .] The windpipe. 

Air is inguftible, and by the rough artery, or wezand., con¬ 
ducted into the lungs. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Whale, n.f. [hpale, Saxon.] The Iargeft of fifti 3 the lar^eft 
ol the animals that inhabit this globe. 

God created the great whales. Gcnefs. 

Barr’d up with ribs of whale- bone, {he did leefe 
Noneof thew/WPslength,foritreach’dherknees. Bp.Corbet. 

1 he greateft whale that fwims the fea, 

Does inftantly my pow’r obey. Swift. 

Whame. n. f. J ' 

Tne whame , or burrel-fly, is vexatious to horfesin fummer, 
not by flinging, but by their bombylious noife, or tickling 
them in flicking their nits on the hair. Dirham. 

Wha'ly. adj. [See zveal.] Marked in ftreaks. 

A bearded goat, whofe rugged hair. 

And whaly eyes, the fign of jealoufy, 

^ Was like the perfon’s lelf, whom he did bear. Fa. §hucn. 
Wharf, n.f. [ waj\ Swedifh 3 werf, Dutch.] A perpendi¬ 
cular bank or mole, raifed for the convenience of lading or 
emptying veffels. 

Duller fhould ft thou be, than the fat weed. 

That roots itfelf in eafe on Lethe’s wharf. 

Would'ft thou not ftir in this. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

1 here were not in London ufed fo many wharfs, or keys, 
for the landing of merchants goods. Child on Trade. 

W"ha rf age. n. f [from wharf. ] Dues for landing at a wharf. 
Wha rfinger. n.f. [from wharf.] One who attends a wharf. 
IoWhurr, v.». To pronounce the letter r with too much 
force. Rift. 

What, pronoun, [hpaet, Saxon3 wat, Dutch.] 

1. That which. 

What you can make her do, 

I am content to look on 3 what toYpeak, 

I am content to hear. Shakefp. Winter Tale. 

In thefe cafes we examine the why, the what, and the 
how of things. L'Ef range. 

He’s with a fuperftitious fear not aw’d. 

For what befals at home, or what abroad. Dryden. 

A fatire on one of the common {lamp, never meets with 
that approbation, as what is aimed at a perfon whofe merit 
places him upon an eminence. Addifon . 

Mark what it is his mind aims at in the queftion, and not 
what words he expreffes. Locke. 

If any thing be ftated in a different manner from what you 
like, tell me freely. Pope to Swift. 

Whatever commodities lie under the greateft difeourage- 
ments from England, thofe are what they are moft induftrious 
in cultivating;. Swift. 

2. Which part. 

If we rightly eftimate things, what in them is purely owing 
to nature, and what to labour, we {hall find ninety-nine parts 
of ahundred are wholly to beputon theaccountoflabour. Locke. 

Some- 


eare. 


6. 


Milton. 


Popt 


W H A 

* that is in one’s mind indefinitely. 

j, SomttKing^ ^ corpora i, ! could tear her. Shakefp 

4 - T'heYeHtwte the ftrottnefs of his forefight, the ftrength 
T will or the dazling of his fufpicions, or what .t was, 

° ,7r is that the perpetual troubles of his fortunes could 

VT ve been without*fome main errors in his nature .B™*. 

' Wefts are rather gazed upon than wifely obferved; that 

• ,nUt kind of comet for magnitude, colour, placing in the 

f Til laftiiw, produceth what kind of effea. Bacon. 
^^Ifcwhat natures accompany what colours; for by that you 
toh induce colours by producing thofe natures. bacor,. 

Shew what aliment is proper for that mtent.on, and what 
intention is proper to be purfued in fuch a conftitutmn. A,bath. 

- A„ interjeftion by way of furprife or queftion. 

5 * What! canft thou not forbear me half an hour. 

Then get thee gone, and dig my grave thyiell ? Shakefpeare. 
What Tf I advance an invention of my own to Supply the 
defea of our new writers. Dryden s Juvenal. 

What Though. IVhat imports it though? notwithftanding. 

An elliptical mode of fpeech. . , , 

What though a child may be able to read 3 there is no doubt 
but the meaneft among the people under the law had been as 
able as the priefts thrmfelves were to offer lacnfice, did this 
nrakc facrifice of no effea ? Hooker. 

IVhat though none live my innocence to tell, 

I know it 3 truth may own a generous pride, 

I clear myfelf, and care for none befide. Dryden. 

n. What Time , What Day. Atthe time when3 on the day when. 
What day the genial angel to our fire 
Brought her, more lovely than Pandora. 

Then balmy fleep had charm’d my eyes to reft, 
iVhot time the morn myfterious vifions brings, 

While purer {lumbers fpread their golden wings. 

Me foie the daughter of the deep addrefs’d 3 
What time with hunger pin’d, my abfent mates 
Roam’d the wild ifle in fearch of rural cates. Pope. 

8. [Pronoun interrogative.] Which of many ? interrogatively. 

What art thou. 

That here in defart haft thy habitance ? Fairy glueetn 

What is’t to thee if he negleft thy urn, 

Or without fpiccs lets thy body burn ? Dryden . 

Whate’er I begg’d, thou like a dotard fpeak’ft 
More than is requifite3 and what of this ? 

Why is it mention’d now. Dryden. 

What one of an hundred of the zealous bigots in all parties 
ever examined the tenets he is fo ft iff in ? Locke. 

W hen any new thing comes in their way, children afk the 
common queftion of a ftranger, what is it ? Locke. 

9. To how great a degree, ufed either interrogatively or demon- 
ftratively. 

Am I fo much deform’d ? 

What partial judges are our love and hate ? Dryden. 

10. It is ufed adverbially for partly 3 in part. 

The enemy having his country wafted, what by himfelf, 
and what by the foldiers, findeth fuccour in no place. Spenfer. 

Thus, what with the war, what with the fweat, what with 
the gallows, and what with poverty, I am cuftom fhrunk. Sha. 

The year before, he had fo ufed the matter, that what by 
force, what by policy, lie had taken from the Chriftians above 
thirty fmall caftles. Knolles's Hi/l. of the Turks. 

When they come to call up the profit and lofs, what be¬ 
twixt force, intereft, or good manners, the adventurer efcapes 
well, if he can but get oft. L'Ef!range. 

What with carrying apples, grapes, and fewel, he finds him¬ 
felf in a hurry. ’ L'Ef range. 

What with the benefit of their fituation, the art and parli- 
mony of their people, they have giown fo confiderable, that 
they have treated upon an equal foot with great princes. Tern. 

They live a popular life, and then what for bufinefs, plea- 
fures, company, there’s fcarce room for a morning’s reflexion. 

Norris . 

If thefe halfpence fhould gain admittance, in no long fpace 
of time, what by the clandeftine practices of the coiner, what 
by his own counterfeits and thofe of others, his limited quan¬ 
tity would be tripled.^ Swift. 

11. What Ho. An interjection of calling. 

What ho, thou genius of the clime, what ho, 

Ly’ft thou afleep beneath thefe hills of fnow ? 

Stretch out thy lazy limbs. Dryden. 

Whatever. 7 pronouns, [from what and foever. TVJjatfo is 
»v HATSO. J* . • c 

,,r / { not now in uie. 

VV H A TSOEVER. J 

I. Having one nature or another; being one or another either 
generically, fpecificaily or numerically. 

To forfeit all your goods, lands, tenements, 

Caftles, and zuhathoever, and to be 

Out of the king’s protection. Skakejpeare's Henry VIII. 
If thence he ’fcape into whatever world. Mdton. 

In whatfoever fhape he lurk I’ll know. Milton. 

Wifely reftoring whatfoezber grace 
It loft by change of times, or tongues or place. Denham. 


W H E 

Holy writ abounds in accounts of this nature, as muen 

/ . . n , /- t Freeh la 


as 


Milton. 


Po! 


e. 


Spenfer. 


any other hiftory wbatjoever. Addifon s Fi eeh Idei . 

No contrivance, no prudence whatfoever can deviate fron 
his fcheme, without leaving us worle than it 

Thus zvhatever fucceffive duration fhall be bounded at one 
end, and be all paft and prefent, mull come infinitely .noi 
of infinity Bentley s Sermons. 

'whatever is read differs as much from what is repeated with¬ 
out book, as a copy does from an original. 

2 . Anything, be it what it will. . zr 

Whatfoever our liturgy hath more than theirs, they cutotott. 

Whatever thing 

The feythe of time mows down, devour. 

3. The fame, be it this or that. 

Be whate’er Vitruvius was before. 

4. All that 3 the whole that; all particulars that. 

from hence he views with his black lidded eye, 

Whatfo the heaven in his wide vault contains. 

Whatier the ocean pales or fky inclips 
Is thine. Shakefpeare. 

At once came forth whatever creeps. f lf 

Wheal, n.-f. [See Weal ] A puftule ; a fmall fwemng hi- 

led with matter. . , 

The humour cannot tranfpire, whereupon it corrupts and 

raife. little wheals or blifters. Wifeman s surgery. 

WHEAT, n.f. [j)peate, Saxon ; zveyde, Dutch; tritium , j-,at.J 

The drain of which bread is chiefly made. 

It hath an apetalous flower, difpofed into fpikes 3 eac i c 
them confifts of many ftamina which are included in a (qua- 
mofe flower-cup, having awns : the pointal rifes in the center, 
which afterwards becomes an oblong Iced, convex on one ode, 
but furrowed on the other: it is farinaceous, and incloied by 
a coat which before was the flower-cup: thefe are produced 
fincrly, and colle&ed in a clofe fpike, being affixed to an in¬ 
dented axis. The fpecies are; 1. White or red wheat 
without awn. 2. Red zvheat, in fome places called Kentilli 
wheat. 3. White zvheat. 4. Red-.eared bearded wheat. 5. Cone 
wheat. 6. Grey wheat, and in fome places duck-bill wheat 
and grey pollard. 7. Polonian zvheat. 8. Many eared wheat. 

9. Summer wheat. 10. Naked barley. 11. Rong giained 
wheat. 12. Six rowed wheat. 13. White eared zvheat with 
long awns: Of all thefe forts cultivated in this country, the 
cone wheat is chiefly preferved, as it has a larger ear and a ful¬ 
ler grain than any other 3 but the feeds of all Ihoukl be annual¬ 
ly 7 changed ; for if they are 1 >wn on the lame farm, they 7 vvul 
not fucceed fo well as when the feed is brought from a dinanc 
country. Muler. 

He mildews the white wheat, and hurts the poor creature of 
the earth. Shaxefpeare s Emg Leat. 

Reuben went in the days of wheat-hzxvzfk. Gen. xxx. 
Auguft {hall bear the form of a y'oung man of a fierce afpect; 
upon his head a garland of wheat and rie. Peacham. 

Next to rice is zvheat 3 the bran of which is highly ace- 
feent. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

The damfels laughing fly : the giddy clown 
Again upon a wheat-fhdtE drops a down. Gay, 

Whea'ten. adj. [.from wheat.] Made of wheat. 

Of wheaten flour {halt thou make them. Exocl xxix. 

Here fummer in her wheaten garland crown’d. Addijon . 
The affize of wheaten bread is in London. Arbuth. 

His talk it was the wheaten loaves to lay. 

And from the banquet take the bowls away. Pope , 

There is a project on foot for tranfporting our beft wheaten 
ftraw to Dunftable, and obliging us by law to take off yearly 
fo many tun of the ftraw hats. Swift . 

Whea'tear. n.f. A fmall bird very delicate. 

What cook would lofe her time in picking larks, wheatears , 
and other fmall birds. Swift. 

Whea'tplum. n.f. A fort of plum. Ainfworth. 

To Wheedle v. a. [Of this word I can find no etymology, 
though ufed by good writers, and Locke feems to mention it as 
a cant word.] To entice by foft words 3 to flatter 3 to per- 
fuade by kind words. 

His bus’nefs was to pump and wheedle, 

And men with their own keys unriddle, 

To make them to themfelves give anfwers, 

For which they pay the necromancers. Hudilras. 

A fox flood licking of his lips at the cock, and zvheedling 
him to get him down. L'Ef range. 

His fire, 

From Mars his forge fent to Minerva’s fchools 
To learn the unlucky art of wheedling fools. Dryden. 

He that firft brought the word {ham, ox wheedle, in ufe, put 
together as he thought fit, ideas he made it ftand for. Locke. 
A laughing, toying, wheedling, whimp’ring {he. 

Shall make him amble on a goffip s meflage. Rowe. 

7 he world has never been prepared for thefe trifles by pre¬ 
faces, wheedled or troubled with exeufes, P«ps. 


Johnny 
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